




















PROMOTIONS

Commander David W. Vosper - promoted
to Captain by Admiral Tom Davis.

LCdr. Kelly Hilliard promoted to
Commander and REPUBLIC Executive
Officer by Captain Vosper.

PO3 Carol Carnell, promoted to Ensign by
SFHQ, for completing Officer’s Training
School. Congratulations Carol!

Also, congratulations to Ensign Deborah
Leafey for completing the Officer's Command
College. This training always gives officers a
new, clearer view of their responsibility to their

ships and to STARFLEET.
All - crewmembers - please refer to the
promotion guidelines in last month's

newsletter, and turn in your request forms for
promotion if appropriate. For those who need
the forms, they are available at all club
meetings.

WE HAVE A WINNER!

Jose Fernandez, manager of the Camelot
Music and Video at Lennox Square shopping
mall in Atlanta, attended the stadio premiere
of ST VI in Los Angeles, CA, with the help
of the USS REPUBLIC. The REPUBLIC
provided tribbles and other props for
Camalot’s display window in October, during
Paramount’s Star Trek CD and VCR sales
campaign. Jose himself fashoned a perfect
copy of the “"Wrath of Kahn" “ear creature” in
a terrarium. Due to our combined efforts,
Jose’s window display as picked as best in the
region, and Jose was awarded an all-expenses
paid trip to LA. The REPUBLIC inherited
the six foot Spock cutout and other props
when the display was disassembled.

ANOTHER TREK MEMORIAL

The foot and hand prints of the classic Star
Trek movie cast are now enshrined in
concrete in front of the famous (now Mann's)
Chinese theatre on Sunset Boulevard in Los
Angeles. The entire original cast participated
in a ceremony marking the release of the
latest movie - “Star Trek VI : The
Undiscovered Country”. Leonard Nimoy
imbedded the Vulcan salute into the gooey
surface. A bronze honorary placard also
adorns the cement display.

Whither Vulcan?

by ENS Edmund Trafford
(the third in a three part feature)

J. M. Dillard (in her novel The Lost Years and the
novelization of STV) established that by the time of
Surak, the Kolinahru had mastered the preservation of
the katra outside the physical body; katras of deceased
High Masters and other prominent Vulcans were
enshrined in the Hall of Ancient Thought. With the katra
able to exist independently of the body (though confined
to the vrekatra), Vulcan was obviously well on its way to
becoming a society of the mind rather than of the body.
The next step in the ladder of evolution would have
been, of course, mental existence without confinement in
the vrekatra at all However, with the Reformation,
mental progress along the path to pure intellect came to a
halt, together with social and technological progress.
Indeed, in STIIL, the high priestess TLar admits that
some techniques (the fal-tor-pan specifically and others
probably) have been nearly lost, not having been
practiced "since ages past”; such techniques obviously
fell into disuse following the Reformation.

(With the mention of fal-tor-pan, a short digression
must consider why Spock in STIII required the rarely
used "refusion” when on at least one earlier occasion—
the classic episode “Return to Tomomow"—he did not
The answer is that on the earlier occasion, his original
physical consciousness, as distinct from the katra which
was entrusted to Christine Chapel, was still housed in his
body; retrieval of the katra from Christine’s safekeeping
was a relatively simple matter. "Mind” can obviously
exist on a nonphysical, spiritual plane of its own;
"memory,” as any neurologist knows, is a chemical
process in the brain. Thus, even though the “mind"—or
soul, or katra—may leave the body, "“the body
remembers.” In STIII, Spock’s regenerated body is, in
effect, on "autopilot”; the body’s autonomic systems are
functioning normally—the involuntary heart beat,
respiration, etc., including the onset of pon farr—-but
there is no conscious memory. The brain is a tabula rasa.
Had Spock’s body not died after saving the Enterprise at
the conclusion of STII, the retrieval of his katra from his
archnemesis and comrade-in-arms Leonard McCoy
would have been as easy as retrieving it from Christine.)

This digression illustrates the fact that, despite the
great facility with which Spock is able to assign his katra
to others when the dire need arises, the significance of
this ability seems lost on him as, indeed, it is lost on all
modern Vulcans. Though the techniques for preserving
the katra are certainly important in and of themselves,
they constitute but one step along the way to the
development of a true noncorporeal mentality, a goal
seemingly unrecognized and wunappreciated by the
Vulcans themselves.

In times before Surak, Vulcans understood the
intrinsic value of the various mental attributes and
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promoted advantageous marriages to propagate and
strengthen specific inherited mental skills (Spock's
World) . This method of culling the gene pool to create
the strongest combination of inherited characteristics
ended with the Reformation, since such culling was
usually intended for personal gain or military advantage;
Vulcans specially united to genetic lines with the ability
to kill through the power of the mind, for example,
would certainly have been a practice abhorred by Surak
and his followers. Unfortunately, the end of such
practices—unnecessary in the new society guided by
logic—also meant the end of deliberate efforts to develop
and exploit allpossible mental abilities, efforts which
would, I think, have ultimately produced the “Organian”
Vulcans.

(A final digression is in order here. If all Vulcans up
to the time of Surak possessed various mental powers—
and modern Vulcans still do—why are not the Romulans
similarly adept? The answer seems to be that, like most
warlike cultures, they have very little respect for
“pursuits of the mind,” and they do not value those
activities which do not immediately and directly result in
gain—measured by power, influence, riches, battle glory,
etc. It is therefore probable that the Rommlans
abandoned the use of the various inherited mental
techniques soon after leaving Vulcan, and the abilities
themselves eventually atrophied in subsequent
generations. Modern Rommlans are consequently born
without any particular mental attributes.)

Contemporary Vulcan is by no means an unsuccessful
civilization, but it is an immobile one, locked into a
rigidly "logical” way of life,
one which has failed to realize its own enormous mental
potential Instead of forming a vital part of everyday
Vulcan life, many of the techniques associated with the
katra attributes have either been lost outright or have
become enshrouded in ancient ritual

Sarek observes in Spock's World that Vulcan is an
insular society; even given its much longer history of
space travel, a far smaller proportion of Vulcans has ever
bothered to travel off-planet than the exuberant Terrans,
for example. The association with illogical and irrational
humans may yet introduce a "wild card” into Vulcan
society, providing the stimulus which may provoke
increased investigation of the Vulcans' barely tapped
mental resources. Contact with Terrans will not directly
result in a higher development of Vulcan mental powers,
but it may be the force which jolts Vulcans out of their
complacency, a complacency which is certainly
“illogical” by most standards. (There are many centuries
of inertia behind TPau’s simple statement “It is our
way,” in the classic episode “Amok Time.") As Amanda
comments to Spock in Strangers From the Sky, “There
was a 67.6% probability that Vulcans would have
logicked themselves to death within a millennium”
without the influence of humans. Humans, with their
attendant virtues (or vices, depending on one’s point of
view) of rabid emotionalism, enthusiasm, and sheer joy
for life may be the ultimate determining factor in the
future development of Vulcan society.

SCIENCE CORNER
by Dave Vosper

(Ed: The views expressed in this article are the
author’s alone.)

SPACE EXPLORATION

Space - the final frontier. It has been one
and one half decades since either NASA or the
Soviets have put a person into space. I know -
the shuttle crews go up all of the time in the
“Orbiter”, but in my opinion, being in low
Earth orbit is not really in space - they haven't
even cleared all of Earth's atmosphere. To me,
going into space means leaving FEarth's
atmosphere and escaping its gravity. Even the
manned Moon missions of the seventies bearly
meet that criteria.

I saw an interesting quote in the December
STARFLEET Communique. On page 11,
column 2, bottom paragraph, author Gary Scott
Decker quoted a Jet Propulsion Laboratory
(JPL) engineer. When Gary asked him “"How
goes the space program?’ the engoineer
answered “There is no space program.”, that
JPL was surviving on old research grants.

So it appears as though the “final frontier”
will continue to be explored not by humans,
but by their machines. Keep in mind that many
of these systems (including the Space Shuttle)
were designed using 1960's technology, were
built in the seventies, and were launched after
very long delays, in the late eighties or early
nineties's.

My point is that the space program has been
winding down ever since the seventies. We are
not on the upward curve to human exploration
of space, we are not on the path to leaving our
solar system and “exploring strange new
worlds and seeking out new civilizations”.
Instead we are seeing the programs of past
decades come to fruitation, with no current
new ambitious space programs of our own to
build on the past accomplishments. Manned
lunar landings should have been followed by
manned lunar bases in the 1980's. The Space
Shuttle program should have been followed by
the Space Tug, followed by the Space Station,
followed by the Mars Misssion.

(continued)




Here is the current run-down on these aging
deep-space probes and other international
space programs:

Galileo Space Probe - On course to Jupiter.
Was “slingshot” around Vemus where it
conducted an extensive survey of that planet
early this year. It returned on a close flyby of
Earth, before again being slingshot towards its
ultimate destination - Jupiter. In early
December, Galileo was 286 million miles from
Earth, and 647 million miles from Jupiter.
Two-way radio communications have a time
delay of 51 minutes, due to the extreme
distance. Galileo is scheduled to reach Jupiter
in 1995.

On October 29th, it encountered and
photographed the astroid Gaspra at a distance
of only 1000 miles This is the only photograph
ever taken of the surface of an astroid. The
photos had to be transmitted via the craft’s
secondary antenna - Galileo’s primary high-
gain antenna has failed to deploy, and this may
seriously jeopardize its mission into the
atmosphere of Jupiter. On December 13th,
controllers will again attempt to cool the
antenna mast by shading it from the sun, in
order to free the stuck mechanism.

Giotto - European Space Agency deep-
space probe first launched to study Halley’s
Comet, where it actually flew through the
coma of the comet. Half of its instruments and
its camera were destroyed in the encounter.
Was dispatched to study Comet Grigg-
Skjellerup in July, 1991.

Voyager I and II probes - Both very
successful and both still in contact with ground
controllers, but headed out of our solar system.

Magellan - Is currently mapping the surface
of Venus. On December 16th, the condition of
the orbiting probe was listed as “excellent”.
On that date, the spacecraft had completed
3741 orbits of Venus, and had completed 88%
of its second mapping cycle of the planet.

Cosmic Background Explorer (COBE) - is
currenfly measuring the microwave remnate of the
"Big Bang” that may have created our umiverse.
Has measured a perfect background spectrum with
a tempature of 2.735 degrees Kelvin, exactly what
the “Big Bang” theory predicts.

Gamma Ray Observatory (GRO) - launched
in April 1991, currently in Earth orbit. The
second of NASA's four "Great Observatories”.
Contains the largest and most sensitive
gamma-ray detectors ever launched. It is

conducting a 15-month gamma-ray sky survey
which will focus on such objects as the Crab
Nebula pulsar, Supernova 1987A in the Large
Magellanic Cloud and the center of our Milky
Way Galaxy.

Rosat - X-ray and ultra-violet probe now
out of control due a failed gyroscope.

Ulysses - This probe is also headed for
Jupiter, although I seem to remember that its
vltimate target was the the polar regions of the
sun. On December 6th the probe was 722
million miles from Earth and 48 million miles
from Jupiter. It is scheduled to reach Jupiter in
early February of 1992.

Hubble Space Telescope (HST) - The first
of NASA's four “Great Observatories”.
Designed for high Earth orbit, it was instead
launched into low earth orbit, due the the
limitations of the Orbiter (Space Shuttle)
launch vehicle. Its primary mirror was
improperly tested on the ground, so the
telescope is now seriously flawed optically.
Despite these optical flaws, astronomers are
managing to do some excellent science with
the HST. But their job is getting harder as the
engineers implement more “work-arounds” to
compensate for the growing number of
hardware breakdowns.

The HST repair mission is scheduled for
February 1994, two years from now. Hubble
may not last that long - it is deteriorating at an
alarming rate. Two of its six gyros have failed,
and a third is misbehaving.

The communications power supply to HST's
Goddard high-resolution spectrograph has
weakened intermittently. The spectrograph
may have to be turned off.

Hubble's solar arrays flap gently each time
the spacecraft crosses the Earth's day-night
terminator, often causing the telescope to
wander off target. The strain of compensating
for this annoying motion may be threatening
the structrial integrity of the spacecraft.
Replacing these arrays is now NASA's first
priority. (continued)

On the same 1994 mission, the shuttle crew
is to fit the telescope with a device called
COSTAR - “glasses” or corrective lenses to
compensate for the defective optics of the
Hubble's misshapen primary mirror. The crew
may not have sufficient time to complete all of
the necessary repairs.

(Ed.’s notes: Future space probes will be

discussed next month.)




VULKON 1992

VULKON will take place February 22-23,
1992, at the Castlegate Hotel & Confrerence
Center, Atlanta, GA, exit #105 off I-75, 1750
Commerce Drive, at Howell Mill Road. This
is a NEW date, and was FORMERLY
February 15-16th.

Tickets may be mail ordered (no discount)
before February 1st from:

Vulkon

c/o Joe Motes

PO Box 786

Hollywood, F1 33022-0786

Make check or money order payable to
Devlin Associates, inclose a S.A.S.E.,
and write “Stewartcon” on the check.

Tickets are now: TWO DAYS $30,
gATURDAY ONLY %20, SUNDAY ONLY
15.

Reserved seating (in the auditorium) for the
entire con is available by mail for an additional
$5, for two day attendees ONLY. Again, the
mail deadline is February Ist.

Room rates: $55 PER NIGHT (I think) for
Friday and Saturday nights.

This is a TWO day convention, however
Friday 7-10 PM fans may register and attend
free Friday night programming. Friday night
STARFLEET Region 2
Coordinator Commodore Deborah Nelson will
hold a Star Trek Cadet Survival

board game.
Although this is NOT the STARFLEET
Region 2 Conference, there will be

STARFLEET programming throughout the
Con as follows:
SATURDAY -

Captain’s Call. Various Department calls
(Engineering, Science, Security, etc.). Starfleet
general public meeting, with Fleet Admiral
Jeannette Maddox.

SUNDAY -

Morning hangover party with coffee and
donuts.Various Department calls (Engineering,
Science, Security, etc.). Raffel of Patrick
Stewart glass etching. Starfleet general public
meeting, with Fleet Admiral Jeannette
Maddox.

More exact days and times will be
forthcoming.

(Ed: For the full 1992 REPUBLIC schedlle,
see the inside cover of this newsletter)

HOLIDAY FOOD BANK
DONATION
Your dues and donations allowed the
USS REPUBLIC to donate $106.32
worth of food to the Atlanta Food Bank

This food, purchased and delivered by
the CO included the following:

21 lbs. of canned pinto beans

20 1bs. of canned green beans
94 1bs of flour

50 1bs. of corn meal mix

50 Ibs. of brown rice

22 1bs. of canned pink salmon
10 6 1/8 oz. cans of tuna

a total of 278 lbs of nurishment for

Atlanta’s  poor. WELL DONE
REPUBLIC.
REPUBLIC HISTORY

The STARFLEET Shuttle Nautilus was
commissioned the USS REPUBLIC
NCC-1371 on 8805.14 at Dixie Trek
‘88. Her first Captain was Captain

Christopher F. Ernst.
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